


































































































30 THE VATICAN AND THE U.S.A.

connected with the foreign policy of the U.S.A. than it ever
was in the past. To an anxious U.S.A., earnestly desiring
to strengthen the American continent for more urgent
reasons than those prevailing at the time of Roosevelt's
Good Neighour policy, the Catholic Church, which wields
such enormous influence in both Central and South
America, becomes not only a useful but a positively neces-
sary partner, whose good services can be employed, not
only in the West, but also, though in a less degree, in a
great portion of Europe.

Another factor contributing to the alliance between the
U.S,A. and the Catholic Church is their common hostility
towards the Socialist ideology in general, and its practical
embodiment in a political system in particular, as repre-
sented by the Soviet Union.

At this point it should be remembered that both the
Americas, headed by the U.S.A., and the Catholic Church
have always distinguished themselves for their unwavering
hatred of any Socialist doctrine and practice. The U.S.A.
and Latin America succeeded up to the second world war in
impeding the spread of the Red virus into the western
hemisphere, and the Catholic Church, as is universally
known, has made its hostility towards the Red ideology
nothing less than the key-stone of its whole policy in the
twentieth century. The Vatican, in the first year after the
end of hostilities, opened a colossal campaign all over the
Americas, and espzcially in the United States, by the creation
of four new American cardinals in February, 1946 (as already
mentioned), the canonization of the first United States saint,
Mother Cabrini, a gigantic drive for Catholicism in the film
industry, and infiltration into the leading offices of trade
unionism, :

Although it is always hazardous to prophesy, yet it is
fairly safe to say that the Catholic Church will not only
continue its inroads into the U.S.A,, but will steadily gain
in influence, prestige, and power to such an extent that
hardly a single sphere of American life will be allowed to
escape its steady penetration and moulding influence.

Clearly the Vatican has begun, more determinedly than
ever, to hasten its conquest of the United States of
America.*

*For further details about the world-wide plan of the Vatican
to employ North and South America as potential levers in
bargaining with non-American countries see The Catholic Church
against the Twentieth Century: Watts,
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